go        Truth on the Tragedy of France
improvement had been secured, but on many points the
Communist cell inspired a ca' canny policy and maintained,
among the trades union claims, hostility to overtime.
, M. Guy la Chambre had become Air Minister. It was
asserted later that he was unequal to his task. I lack the
means of investigation necessary to destroy or confirm
allegations, some at least of which derived their inspiration
from personal jealousy and political rivalry, from the
bitterness of constructors who had been ousted or were
simply dissatisfied, or from the cabal of supposedly
wronged officers, engineers and pilots. What I do know
is that at the secret session of the Chamber in February,
1939, he was violently attacked, and appeared to have
victorious answers to criticisms directed against his
management of his department. He declared that since
his arrival at the Boulevard Victor enormous progress
had been made in speeding up the production both of
fuselages and engines. What I can bear witness to is his
goodwill, zest for work and patriotic fervour.
Did he lack the authority to break the resistance of a
ministerial organisation, where, as elsewhere, and even
more than elsewhere, the dynamic force of some came
into collision with the bureaucratic inertia of others ?
Was he unable always to expose, in the delays he deplored,
the consequences of an outworn air policy which constantly
tended to defer a definite order under the pretext of
improving on the type to be chosen ? Did the Ministry
of Labour not give him soon enough the support neces-
sary to arouse the deficient energies of misled workers
organisations ? Did not the Ministry of Finance dole
out credits far too parsimoniously, in accordance with
inveterate tradition, credits which should have been
thrown uncounted into the forge in order to endow France
with a powerful aerial fleet ?
In such matters financial imprudence is better than,
respect for orthodoxy. M. Guy la Chambre experienced
this, and naturally France herself, when at the beginning